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Excerpts 
 
As soon, however, as the Northern States that prohibited African slavery 
within their limits had reached a number sufficient to give their representation a 
controlling voice in Congress, a persistent and organized system of hostile 
measures against the rights of the owners of slaves in the Southern States was 
inaugurated and gradually extended. A continuous series of measures was 
devised and prosecuted for the purpose of rendering insecure the tenure of 
property in slaves. 
 
In the meantime, under the mild and genial climate of the Southern States and 
the increasing care and attention for the well-being and comfort of the laboring 
class, dictated alike by interest and humanity, the African slaves had 
augmented in number from about 600,000, at the date of the adoption of the 
constitutional compact, to upward of 4,000,000. In moral and social condition 
they had been elevated from brutal savages into docile, intelligent, and civilized 
agricultural laborers, and supplied not only with bodily comforts but with careful 
religious instruction.  
 
Under the supervision of a superior race their labor had been so directed 
as not only to allow a gradual and marked amelioration of their own condition, but 
to convert hundreds of thousands of square miles of wilderness into cultivated 
lands covered with a prosperous people; towns and cities had sprung into 
existence, and had rapidly increased in wealth and population under the social 
system of the South; the white population of the Southern slaveholding States 
had augmented form about 1,250,000 at the date of the adoption of the 
Constitution to more than 8,500,000 in 1860; and the productions of the South 
in cotton, rice, sugar, and tobacco, for the full development and 
continuance of which the labor of African slaves was and is indispensable, 
had swollen to an amount which formed nearly three-fourths of the exports 
of the whole United States and had become absolutely necessary to the 
wants of civilized man. With interests of such overwhelming magnitude 
imperiled, the people of the Southern States were driven by the conduct of the 
North to the adoption of some course of action to avert the danger with which 
they were openly menaced. 


